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Choice Board

Read a story 
with a BIPOC 
or 2SLGBTQ+ 

main character.

Write a 
description of 
your favourite 
place to read.

Turn your favourite book (or a favourite story) into a graphic novel.

Check  
out Curio.

Read a graphic novel.

Rewrite  

an ending  

to a book.

Read a realistic 

YA book not 

set in North 

America or  

the U.K. 

Read a 

book from 

TeenBookCloud.

Read a  

book with 

a cover you 

don’t like.

Read a book 
from the Junior 

Librarian-in-
eResidence’s 

book list.

Read a 
book by an 
Indigenous 

author.

Write a poem.

Write a new 
verse to  

a song you 
love/or chapter 

to a book.
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Find this book  
on Hoopla at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Learn and Share 
1. A crime against the king is called ____________. 

2. The name of the King’s daughter is _____________. 

3. Why did Violet’s father bring Wyn to Burleigh House? 

Summerwood/Winterwood  
by E.L. Chen eBook on Hoopla

A Treason 
of Thorns
by Laura E Weymouth

When 17-year-old Violet Sterling’s father dies, she 
becomes the caretaker for Burleigh House, one of 
the six sentient Great Houses whose magic governs 
the well-being of England. Burleigh House is sick 
and its magic is spiraling out of control because of 
its enslavement to a line of cruel kings. Violet must 
find the House’s long-hidden deed and unbind 
Burleigh from the king’s control to save it from 
destruction — but the House is commanded to 
prevent this. 

Fun Fact: This book is one of the nominees 
for the 2021 Red Maple Award from the Forest 
of Reading, a celebration of Canadian books and 
authors. 

How do you  
use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library

Answers:  1. Treason 2. Esperanza
3. To replace him as Caretaker of Burleigh House. 
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Hints:
BURLEIGH
MORTAR
ENGLAND
SENTIENT
DEVOTION
HEARTSTONE
VIOLET
CARETAKER
IVY
HOUSE
MAGIC
THORNS
EXILE
UNBINDING

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music 
online at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Summerwood/Winterwood  
by E.L. Chen eBook on Hoopla

Word Search

Answers:

Raybearer by Jordan Ifueko
eBook on Hoopla 
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Find I Hope You’re 
Listening on Hoopla at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

I Hope You’re 
Listening
by Tom Ryan

How do you  
use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library

When Delia “Dee” Skinner was seven years 
old, her best friend Sibyl “Sibby” Carmichael 
was kidnapped during a game of hide-and-
seek in the woods surrounding their suburban 
neighborhood. Now age 17, Dee is the 
Seeker, the incognito voice behind popular 
missing-persons podcast, Radio Silent. With 
the help of her listening community, called 
the Laptop Detective Agency, Dee has solved 
many mysteries, yet she refuses to investigate 
Sibby’s disappearance despite provocations 
from a needling journalist. When a young child 
goes missing from Dee’s childhood home, her 
anonymous world is upended as she searches for 
connections to Sibby’s case.  

Author Info: Author Tom Ryan lives all 
across Canada because his husband works in 
the military. Their home base is deep in the 
countryside of Cape Breton where they own a 
farmhouse. It’s Tom’s favourite place on earth 
where he feels most inspired. 
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Learn and Share 
Sibby created the podcast Radio Silent. If you created a podcast,  

what would it be about? What are you passionate about?  

Brainstorm some ideas. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Dee disguises her voice and calls herself The Seeker. If you were to remain anonymous, what 

would be your alter-ego? 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music 
online at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Creative Podcast 
Producers eBook  

on Hoopla

Hide and Shriek eBook  
on TeenBookCloud 

Design 
Podcasts have 
artwork or a logo. 
Design artwork 
or a logo for your 
podcast, based 
on the ideas you 

brainstormed.
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Find this book  
on Hoopla at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Learn and Share

Dreaming 
in Color 
by Melanie Florence

How do you use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library

Jennifer McCaffrey has been working hard on her 
art for years and is thrilled when she is accepted to 
a prestigious art school. The school is everything 
she always thought it would be, mostly. There is 
one group of kids who resent her and say she only 
got in because of her skin color. Jen, who loves to 
create new pieces of artwork that incorporate her 
Indigenous heritage, finds herself a target when the 
group tells her to stop being “so Indian”. The night 
before the big art show at school, Jen’s beading art 
project is defaced. Jen must find a way not to let the 
haters win. 

Author Info: The author 
of Dreaming in Color, Melanie 
Florence, is of Cree and Scottish 
heritage, just like the book’s 
character, Jen. 

Think of a time when you were negatively targeted or bullied. Was it like  
Jen’s experience? Jen used art and exercise (jumping on her trampoline) to 
work out her feelings. What do you do to boost your mood? 

Here’s a list of activities that could help bring some positive vibes during tough times:

• Get enough sleep. 
• Say kind things to yourself.
• Exercise or go for a walk.
• Focus on your strengths.
• Do something that makes you smile.

• Listen to your favourite (cheerful) song.
• Look at or be in nature.
• Do something you love, even for a 

minute or two.
• Ask for help.

From the book The Stress Reduction Workbook  
for Teens.  Find the eBook at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online
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Search 
Words:
ARTWORK
BEADWORK
CANVAS
CREE
INDIGENOUS
PAINT
PIYESIS
PORTFOLIO
POWWOW
SCHOOL
TRADITION
WARRIOR

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music 
online at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Fire Song an 
eAudiobook on 

Hoopla

Surviving the City Vol. 1  
an eGraphic Novel on 
Hoopla 

Word Search

Answers:

Whale Rider  
a film on Kanopy
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Find this book  
on Hoopla at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Learn and Share 
1. Norris categorizes his fellow students as stereotypes (like jocks, cheerleaders and loners). 

What are some of the problems that happen because Norris sees them this way?

2. Fitting in is one of the major themes of this book. How do Norris and his mother  
try to fit in into their new city? 

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies  
and music online at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

The Field Guide to the 
North American 
Teenager 
by Ben Philippe

Norris Kaplan is a 16-year-old Black French-Canadian who 
starts high school in Austin, Texas. As he’s adjusting to his new 
surroundings, he creates a ‘field guide’ for his fellow students. 
Norris’ descriptions of his fellow students are influenced by 
different elements of his own identity: his Haitian heritage, 
racial identity and views on traditional American high school 
stereotypes. 

Fun Fact: This book was Hamilton Public Library’s Teen Top 
Novel 2019 winner.

Sticks and Stones 
on TeenBookCloud

How do you  
use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library
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Word Puzzle

Answers:

Across 
2 What was just a “fun high school 

curricular” for Aarti?

4 What is Liam’s tattoo?

6 What was the last name of Norris’ 
favourite teacher?

8 What is the author’s last name?

9 Where did Norris and his mother move?

11 To which Hogwart’s house did Norris 
belong?

12 What are Maddie and Aarti?

13 This thing was responsible for Norris and 
Liam meeting. 

Down 
1 What is the name of Norris’ favourite 

hockey team?

3 What does Norris love?

4 Norris has a problem with excess_______.

5 How did Norris first learn about U.S. high 
school culture?

7 When Norris first meets Aarti Puri, he 
thinks of her as a ______ Pixie Dream Girl.

8 Where does everything go wrong for 
Norris?

10 What flavour pie is most popular at the 
Boneyard?

Watch Planting 
the Seeds of 
Peace: Exploring 
and Celebrating 
Our Differences 
on SummaKids 

1 1

2 2 3

4

4

5 6

7 6 7

8 9

10

11

9 10
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Strangers 
by David A. Robertson
Ten years after a tragic event drove him away, Cole Harper 
is summoned home to Wounded Sky First Nation. He returns 
to find his community in crisis: people have been murdered, 
a strange illness is spreading among the residents and Cole 
must confront his traumatic past. 

This book blends Indigenous storytelling and mystery.  
It’s the first book in The Reckoner Series.

Fun Fact: Author David A. Robertson won the 2021 
Freedom to Read Award.

Find this book  
on Hoopla at  
teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Mindful Activities

How do you use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library

1   Cole experiences panic attacks and anxiety. When he is stressed, he  
practices this mindful breathing technique:

Breathe in through your nose, right into your stomach, for five seconds.  
Hold that breath for one second. Then slowly exhale through your  
mouth for seven seconds. Try to take 10 breaths like this.

2   Even though he feels alone sometimes, Cole has a support system of family members, 
friends and other people. These are people who he can talk to and who care about him. 

Who is currently part of your support system? You can print their names if you like, but the 
most important thing is just to think about who supports you and what they do to make 
you feel supported.*

*This activity is modified from The PTSD Workbook for Teens available  
on Hoopla and Overdrive at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Family Member Friends Other People
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In addition to writing novels, author David A. Robertson has also written 
graphic novels. Turn your favourite scene from Strangers into a graphic 
novel using the panels below. 

Monsters (Book 2 of 
The Reckoner Series) 
eBook on Hoopla

Mini Graphic Novel

High Anxiety: Causes, 
Symptoms, Help  
Video on SummaRead. Watch. Listen. 

Explore more books, movies and music 
online at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

HIGH ANXIETY
C A U S E S ,  S Y M P T O M S ,  H E L P

Reconciliation Begins  
With You and Me  
Video on Summa
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One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet by  
Anuradha Rao introduces readers to 20 environmental  
defenders who are Black, Indigenous and People of Colour.  
As teens, these environmental defenders cared about the  
environment and have grown to be leaders in their fields. 

Look For These Words:  
Environmental Sustainability: avoidance of depletion  
of natural resources, to maintain an ecological balance. 
Social Justice: equal access to wealth, opportunities and privileges within a society. 
For more words and phrases, check out the glossary at the back of this book.

Find this book on Hoopla  
at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

How do you use the library? 
Let us know online:

$ @hamiltonlibrary

" @HamiltonLibrary

! @hamiltonpubliclibrary

* @Hamilton Public Library

One Earth:  
People of Color  
Protecting Our Planet 
by Anuradha Rao

Learn and Share
1  What is an environmental defender? __________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2   How do the culture and backgrounds of these environmental defenders give them the 
ability to bridge differences? _________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3   Environmental defender Nancy Huizer was inspired by the motto, “Better neighbourhoods, 
same neighbours.” Think about your neighbourhood/community and brainstorm a list of 
ways you can make positive changes to encourage environmental sustainability.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Design a poster that shows people a way they can help the environment 
in their community.

47 Things You Can Do 
for The Environment  
on Hoopla

Discover

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music 
online at teens.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Coping with 
Ecoanxiety  
on Hoopla
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Photo Prompt  
A picture is worth 1,000 words…
Write a story or poem for each photo you see here.  
Enter your story or poem in our Power of the Pen  
contest. More at hpl.ca

http://Write a story or poem for each photo you see here. Enter your story or poem in our Power of the Pen contest. More at hpl.ca.




#NotYourPrincess Lisa Charleyboy
36 Questions That Changed My Mind About You  
Vicki Grant
A Curse so Dark and Lonely Brigid Kemmerer
A Girl Called Echo Vol 3 Katherena Vermette
A Phoenix First Must Burn Patrice Caldwell
All Our Broken Pieces L.D. Crichton
All the Bright Places Jennifer Niven
Anya’s Ghost Vera Brosgol
Aristotle and Dante Discover the  
Secrets of the Universe Benjamin Alire Saenz
Baggage Wendy Phillips
Being Jazz: My Life as a (Transgender) Teen  
Jazz Jennings
Beware That Girl Teresa Toten
Big Water Andrea Curtis
Black Enough:  
Stories of Being Young & Black in America 
Body Swap Sylvia McNicoll
Book of Negroes Lawrence Hill
Break in Case of Emergency Brian Francis
Buried Beneath the Baobab Tree Adaobi Nwaubani
Calvin Martine Leavitt
Chicken Girl  Heather T. Smith

Children of Blood and Bone Tomi Adeyemi
Comics Will Break Your Heart Faith Erin Hicks
Crown of Feathers Nicki Pau Preto
Dan Vs. Nature Don Calame
Dear Martin Nic Stone
Dreaming in Colour Melanie Florence
Dumplin’ Julie Murphy
Every Hidden Thing Kenneth Oppel
Everything Beautiful is not Ruined  
Danielle Younge-Ullman
Felix Ever After Kacen Callender
My Story Starts Here Deborah Ellis
Fifteen Lanes S.J. Laidlaw
Fire Song Adam Garnet Jones
Five Feet Apart Rachael Lippincott
Fourth Dimension Eric Walters
Girl Mans Up M-E Girard
He Who Dreams Melanie Florence
Hearts Unbroken Cynthia Leitich Smith
Holding Up the Universe Jennifer Niven
How I Resist: Activism and Hope  
for a New Generation Maureen Johnson

TEEN READING LIST
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Hunted By the Sky Tanaz Bhathena
I Have the Right To Chessy Prout 
Information Doesn’t Want to be Free (non-fic)  
Cory Doctorow
Jak’s Story Aaron Bell
Just Lucky Melanie Florence
Keep This To Yourself Tom Ryan
Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me  
Mariko Tamaki
Legacy of Light Sarah Raughley
Maud Melanie Fishbane
Munro Vs. the Coyote Darren Groth
Muslim Girl: A Coming of Age Amani Al-Khatahtbeh
My Totem Came Calling Blessing Musariri
Never Cry Wolf Farley Mowat
Nimona Noelle Stevenson
No One is too Small to Make a Difference  
Greta Thunberg
Not If I See You First Eric Lindstrom
Optimists Die First Susin Nielsen
Piecing Me Together Renee Watson
Pumpkinheads Rainbow Rowell
Sadie Courtney Summers
Saints & Misfits  S.K. Ali
Scythe Neal Shusterman
Secret Path Gordon Downie
Slay Brittney Morris
Speak  Laurie Halse Anderson
Spinning Silver Naomi Novak
Stamped: Racism, Anti-Racism and You  
Jason Reynolds
Strangers David Robertson
Supernova  Marissa Meyer
Surviving the City Tasha Spillett

Swing Kwame Alexander
Synchro Boy Shannon McFerran
The Afterward E.K. Johnston
The Agony of Bun O’Keefe Heather Smith
The Beauty of the Moment Tanaz Bhathena
The Black Witch  Laurie Forest
The Farmerettes Gisela Tobien Sherman
The Fault in Our Stars John Green
The Field Guide to the North American Teenager 
Ben Philippe
The Hate U Give Angie Thomas
The How and the Why Cynthia Hand
The Inconvenient Indian Thomas King
The Kingdom of Back Marie Lu
The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali Sabina Khan
The Marrow Thieves Cherie Dimaline
The Only Black Girls in Town  Brandy Colbert
The Perks of Being a Wallflower Stephen Chbosky
The Revolution of Birdie Randolph Brandy Colbert
The Skeleton Key Sara General
The Stone Rainbow Liane Shaw
The Sun is also a Star Nicola Yoon
The Unwanted: Stories of Syrian Refugees  
Don Brown
The Valiant Lesley Livingston
The Way Back Home Allan Stratton
Wayward Son Rainbow Rowell
We Contain Multitudes Sarah Henstra
When I Was the Greatest Jason Reynolds
When You Ask Me Where I’m Going Jasmin Kaur
Woman World Aminder Dhaliwal
Yes, No, Maybe So Becky Albertalli, Aisha Saeed
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     You Read!

          You Rock!
Congratulations!
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