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GETTING STARTED 

This guide explains where researchers looking to find out information about a person can look in Local 

History and Archives, as well as direct researchers to where they can look next.  

AT LOCAL HISTORY AND ARCHIVES  

This is a quick summary of what LHA holds, with more detail below.  

 

Births 

• If you’re looking to find out someone’s birthdate:  

• Vital Statistics as below via Archives Ontario 

• LHA has index to Births 1869 to 1915 

• Birth announcements in The Hamilton Spectator (transcribed list below or search ProQuest)  

 

Marriages 

• If you’re looking to find out someone’s marriage date:  

• Vital Statistics as below via Archives of Ontario 

• LHA has index to Deaths 1869 to 1941 plus deaths of Ontarians overseas, 1939-1946 

• Announcements in The Hamilton Spectator (transcribed list below or search ProQuest) 

 

Deaths 

• If you’re looking to find out someone’s death date:  

• Vital Statistics as below via Archives of Ontario 

• LHA has index to Marriages [ca.1801] to 1931 

• Announcements in The Hamilton Spectator (transcribed list below or search ProQuest) 

 

Births, Marriages and Death Indexes In Local History And Archives 

Physical location: Reading Room Alcove on Microfilm  

Indexes are available on microfilm in Local History and Archives and to borrow from the Archives of 

Ontario. An index can verify information, but won’t include the birth certificate, marriage certificate, or 

death certificate.  

The full registration record is available only on loan from the Archives of Ontario or by visiting the 

Archives of Ontario in Toronto. 

The indexes for the following years have been released and are held by LHA: 

Births 1869 to 1915 

Marriages [ca.1801] to 1931 

Deaths 1869 to 1941 plus deaths of Ontarians overseas, 1939-1946 
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Later indexes and complete transcriptions are not available in the department but all currently available 

can be accessed through Ancestry.ca 

Borrowing through Interlibrary Loan (ILLO) 

To borrow microfilm through Interlibrary Loan (ILLO), you will need to fill out the following request 

form: https://www.hpl.ca/forms/interlibrary-loan-request-form  

Kindly note you will need to know specific information for the microfilm reel you are requesting, such as 

the reel number and title. 

 

Funeral Home Transcriptions 

Local History and Archives contains a collection of funeral home transcriptions. List of funeral and death 
dates by individual funeral homes for approx 1850-1960. They can help determine the date of death and 
sometimes include the date and/or place of birth, cause of death, and possibly their next-of-kin. These 
records are only available for use in the department. Ten local funeral homes have their transcripts 
here, and each has an index.  

Physical location: Reading Room Alcove has physical finding aids as well as the transcriptions  

File path: https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/funeral-home-transcriptions  

 

Cemetery Records 

Copies of all cemetery transcriptions for the Hamilton area are available in the Local History and 

Archives department. These are transcriptions of headstone engravings in some Hamilton Cemeteries, 

and sometimes include grave locations for 1800s-1990s. 

Physical location: In filing cabinets in Reading Room Alcove, in duotangs  

File Path for list of cemeteries available: https://lha.hpl.ca/cemetery-transcriptions  

Cemetery Duotang with Codes and Locations: available in hard copy in alcove.  

 

Quick Steps: 

• If you know the surname of the person, you can look in one of the following places:  

o OGS Surname index – beige filing cabinets in the public annex  

o Hamilton Cemetery Index  

o Woodlawn Cemetery Index   

o Holy Sepulchre Cemetery Index -White Chapel Cemetery Index  

o Wentworth Cemeteries by Township – lists all the burials by township. Good place to 

start if you know where a person might possibly be buried   

o Some surnames or family burial plots are listed in the WTL   

o We have Queen’s Lawn Cemetery for Grimsby as well   

https://www.hpl.ca/forms/interlibrary-loan-request-form
https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/funeral-home-transcriptions
https://lha.hpl.ca/cemetery-transcriptions
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o Funeral Home records – located in the public annex and don’t necessary list a cemetery 

but are good for locating date of deaths in a pinch if someone knows who buried them  

• Once you checked either of the Indexes listed above, located next to the name should be the 

cemetery code – need to make note of that so you can then go to the Cemetery finding aid  

• Look up the code in the Cemetery Finding Aid, red duo tang located on top of the filing cabinets 

in the public annex  

• If for example the index listed a code as “CEM-158”, you would look up that code listed in the 

left-hand side of the paper to find the corresponding folder.   

• Once you find it, you will also note the finding aid also lists the name of the cemetery and the 

township  

• Example: “CEM-158” has a bold 72 next to it, you would then go to the OGS filing cabinets which 

are in the public annex, labeled with the folder #’s  

• Find the corresponding drawer and find the correct folder # you need  

• In the folder, the back of them usually contains an index, look up your person “last name, first 

name”   

• Once found you will find a line #, go back to the cemetery listings at the beginning of the book 

and search through until you find the correct line # and corresponding name   

• The listing will state what is transcribed on their headstone(s)   

o sometimes more then one line if there is multiple members burial together in the plot  

 

Birth, Death, and Marriage Announcements  

In 2024, once the Hamilton Spectator was digitized, the most straightforward path is to search there for 

announcements. However, there are other resources available in Local History and Archives.  

 

Births, deaths, and marriages published in the Hamilton Spectator and some earlier newspapers have 
been transcribed, they include: 
 
Gordon Allison Collection 
Physical location: Reading Room Alcove  
Deaths, marriages and births published in the Hamilton Spectator from 1846 to 1899  
 
In the Hamilton Collection, see catalogue:  
Dundas Warder & County of Halton General Advertiser, 1847 to 1857  
Early Marriage Notices East Flamborough Township, 1806 to 1859  
Flamborough Marriage Records, 1794-1829 
Marriage Records West Flamborough Township 1817-1832 
Flamborough Marriage Records, 1830-1834 
Flamborough Marriage Records 1834-1839 
Flamborough Marriage Records 1840-1844 
Flamborough Marriage Slips, 1869-1875 
Flamborough Marriage Slips, 1876-1880  
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Flamborough Marriage Slips, 1881-1885 
Flamborough Marriage Slips, 1886-1890 
Flamborough Marriage Slips, 1891-1895 
Flamborough Obituary Notices, 1823-1859 
Flamborough Obituary Notices, 1872-1882 
Early Marriage Notices: East Flamborough Township 1806-1859 
Marriage Register of Knox Presbyterian Church for Waterdown and Burlington, Ontario, 1858-1868 
Marriage Register, Methodist New Connection Church, Waterdown, 1858-1876  
Gore Gazette, March 2, 1827 to June 8, 1829  
Hamilton Express & Free Press, 1836 
Hamilton Express & Political & Commercial Journal, 1839 
Hamilton Journal & Gore District Mercantile & Agricultural Intelligencer, 1839 
Journal & Express, 1841 to 1853 
Newspapers of the Western Gore, 1831 to 1859  

 

Recommended Databases 

Ancestry  

HPL subscribes to Ancestry Library Edition. This can be accessed from the LHA Online page. Please be 

advised that Ancestry only works from within Hamilton Public Library locations. 

Globe and Mail Historical via Proquest 

 

ProQuest’s Hamilton Spectator Historical features scanned copies of Glove and Mail dating 1844 to 

2021.  

Researchers can access this from home using their HPL card, by using any HPL public computer, or 

accessing Guest WiFi at any HPL Branch. 

 

See our Globe and Mail Historical collection on Globe & Mail 

Get help with Globe & Mail 

Hamilton Spectator Historical via ProQuest 

ProQuest’s Hamilton Spectator Historical features scanned copies of Hamilton Spectator dating 1846-

2025. 

 

Researchers can access this from home using their HPL card, by using any HPL public computer, or 

accessing Guest WiFi at any HPL Branch. 

 

See our Hamilton Spectator Historical collection on ProQuest   

Get help with Hamilton Spectator Historical 

https://lha.hpl.ca/local-history/online-resources
https://search.proquest.com/hnpglobeandmail/index?accountid=47516
https://search.proquest.com/hnpglobeandmail/index?accountid=47516
https://search.proquest.com/hnpglobeandmail/index?accountid=47516
https://support.proquest.com/
https://www.proquest.com/hnphamiltonspectator/news/fromDatabasesLayer?accountid=47516
https://www.proquest.com/help/academic/webframe.html?Basic_Search.html#Basic_Search.html
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Miscellaneous 

Vital Statistics 

Local History and Archives holds some original Vital Statistics: 

Barton Township 

1896 to 1924 

microfilms 355 & 356 

Beverly Township 

1871 to 1948 

microfilms 296, 297, 298 & 357  

Glanford Township 

Archives File - Glanford Township 

Volume 1, 1869 to 1877 

Volume 2, 1879 to 1897 

Volume 3, 1898 to 1903 

Archives File - Glanford Township 

Index of names that appear in Glanford Township birth, marriage and death records 

Waterdown 

Archives File - Waterdown 

Volume 1, 1880 to 1894 (incomplete) 

West Flamborough Township 

Archives File - Flamborough, West Township 

Birth & Death Certificates 

1873 to 1875 

Birth Records pre-1869  

Before 1869 there are two main sources of birth records: newspaper announcements and church 

baptismal records. Some of these records are available in Local History and Archives: 

Ancaster Township  

Ontario Historical Society 

Papers & Records 

971.3 ONT 

Volume 5, pages 102 to 177 

1830 to 1838 – Anglican 



Page 8 of 15  

v.2 2025-03 
 

Dundas  

Dundas Warder & County of Halton General Advertiser 

929.3713 DUN 

1847 to 1857 

Gore District  

Ontario Historical Society 

Papers & Records 

971.3 ONT 

Volume 5, pages 92 to 96 

1816-1824 

Birth, Marriage & Death Records 

929.3 OGS 

November 1854 to July 1857 

Central Presbyterian Church 

Baptismal Registers 

Microfilm 539 

1842 to 1877 

1877 to 1954 

 

Family Histories 

These are family histories compiled by individuals who have elected to donate a copy to the library. We 

no longer actively collect family histories (as of 2017), but we have two collections of previously 

acquired items:  

OGS Collection Family Histories  

File Path: Direct:https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/ogs-collection-family-histories  

Location: https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/ontario-genealogical-society-hamilton-branch-library-collection  

Hamilton Collection Family Histories 

There are approximately 50 family histories catalogued. They are located in the Third Floor Stacks 

primarily between 929.209-929.3.  

 

 

https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/ogs-collection-family-histories
https://lha.hpl.ca/articles/ontario-genealogical-society-hamilton-branch-library-collection
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City Directories 

City directories were created for salesmen, merchants, and others interested in contacting residents of 

an area and are a valuable research tool to trace individuals, families and businesses. Directories were 

published annually and provide an alphabetical listing of the adult residents, with their occupation and 

address, as well as an alphabetical listing of streets, with the occupant at each house number. The 

directories also include listings of businesses, institutions, churches, schools, social organizations, and 

municipal services. 

The Hamilton Public Library’s collection of City Directories cover the City of Hamilton Directory from 

1853 to 2013.  

Digitized online: 1853-1969 

File path: https://archive.org/details/hamiltonpubliclibrary-localhistory?sort=-publicdate  

In-person access: 1970-2013 

 

Suburban directories are also available for Ancaster, Burlington, Dundas, Stoney Creek and Waterdown 

from 1957 to 2013. Earlier Hamilton directories include suburban areas and smaller townships and 

villages; please see the guide for townships and villages. 

There is a Suburban Directory Finding Aid available for townships and villages that once and may still 

surround Hamilton to direct to the corresponding City of Hamilton directory: 

File Path: 

https://www.hpl.ca/sites/default/files/City%20Directory%20Listing%20outside%20of%20Hamilton_aod

a.pdf  

 

Common Abbreviations in City Directories 

On the following two pages is a helpful resource for common abbreviations found in city directories, 

from the 1969 Vernons City Directory for Hamilton:  

https://archive.org/details/hamiltonpubliclibrary-localhistory?sort=-publicdate
https://www.hpl.ca/sites/default/files/City%20Directory%20Listing%20outside%20of%20Hamilton_aoda.pdf
https://www.hpl.ca/sites/default/files/City%20Directory%20Listing%20outside%20of%20Hamilton_aoda.pdf
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Telephone Directories 

These directories show names, addresses and telephone numbers for the Hamilton-Wentworth region. 

They can also include Ancaster, Burlington, Caledonia, Dundas, Freelton, Grimsby, Lynden, Mount Hope, 

Smithville, Stoney Creek, Waterdown, West Lincoln, and Winona . 

Telephone books for the Hamilton-Wentworth region are available in Local History and Archives.  

Physical location: Microfilm is located Reading Room Alcove – 1878-2005  

Physical location of hard copy phone books: Third Floor Stacks – 1950-2008/9 

At the time of writing a hard copy of the 2013 phone book was located and is being catalogued.  

 

Recommended Database for researchers looking for an address:  

Reverse address lookup :  Reverse Address Lookup - Canadian People Search | Canada 411 People 

Finder. You can do this with the telephone directories up until 2013. 

 

Yearbook Collection  

A collection of elementary, secondary, and post-secondary school yearbooks. Yearbooks are received by 
donation only, so the collection is incomplete. 
Inventory: https://lha.hpl.ca/yearbooks 
Physical location: Third Floor Stacks – near the door to the CE3 workroom  

 
There are gaps in our collection. Hamilton area yearbooks can be found with the school boards: 
Hamilton Wentworth District School Board: https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/community/archive/ 
Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board: 
https://www.hwcdsb.ca/our_board/administration/departments/records_centre 
 

Genealogy 

Ontario Genealogical Society 

The Hamilton Branch of the Ontario Genealogical Society has deposited their research library collection 

in Local History and Archives. These include cemetery transcriptions, catalogued pamphlets, and vital 

stats (birth, marriages, deaths).  

File path: Finding Aid on Info Commons 

The collection includes books and genealogical resources from the following geographic and subject 

areas: 

• Wentworth County: General, Ancaster, Barton, Beverly, Binbrook, East Flamborough, Glanford, 

Hamilton, Saltfleet, West Flamborough 

https://www.canada411.ca/search/address.html
https://www.canada411.ca/search/address.html
https://lha.hpl.ca/yearbooks
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/community/archive/
https://www.hwcdsb.ca/our_board/administration/departments/records_centre
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• Ontario: General, Brant, Bruce, Carleton, Cochrane, Dufferin, Dundas, Durham, Elgin, Essex, 

Frontenac, Glengarry, Grenville, Grey, Haldimand, Halton, Hastings, Huron, Kent, Lambton, 

Lanark, Leeds, Lennox, Lincoln, Middlesex, Muskoka, Norfolk, Northumberland, Ontario, Oxford, 

Peel, Perth, Peterborough, Prescott, Prince Edward, Renfrew, Russell, Simcoe, Stormont, 

Thunder Bay, Victoria, Waterloo, Welland, Wellington, [see separate section for Wentworth], 

York 

• Canada: General, Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova 

Scotia, [see separate section for Ontario], Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan 

• British Isles: General, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales 

• United States: General and some specific resources by state 

• Miscellaneous: Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, Netherlands 

• Research: Guides and How-To books 

• Family Histories  

• Pedigree Charts / Ancestry Charts (Reading Room Alcove, to the right of the cemetery records) 

LHA Next Steps 

Check our Where-to-Look in the department under the name of the person to see if there is a 

biographical file in the collection. This may include birth, death and/or marriage announcements.  

Once researcher has names, address, occupations, they may be able to find more in-person at LHA 

through Clipping Files, Scrapbooks, WTL. 

 

BEYOND HPL AND LHA  

Vital Statistics for Ontario at the Archives of Ontario  

From The Archives of Ontario website:  

“The Archives of Ontario receives Vital Statistics records from the Office of the Registrar General of 

Ontario on an annual basis. These records contain indexes (where they exist) and registrations capturing 

information about births, marriages and deaths in Ontario. Currently the Archives of Ontario provides 

access to the following years of vital statistics records: 

 

Births: [ca. 1830]-1917 predominantly 1869-1918 (Note: these records include registrations for a small 

number of pre-1869 births) 

Marriages: [ca. 1801]-1943 (Note: There are many gaps in pre-1869 marriage records) 

Deaths: 1869-1953, and Deaths of Ontarians overseas - 1939-1947 

For registrations of births after 1918, marriages after 1943 and deaths after 1953, please contact 

ServiceOntario.” Accessed November 2024 

https://www.orgforms.gov.on.ca/eForms/start.do
https://www.ontario.ca/page/official-government-id-and-certificates
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Page 7 of The Archives of Ontario Vital Statistics Records 202 Research Guide: 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_202_vital_statistics_EN.pdf 

 

Census 

The most recent Census released by the Library and Archives Canada is 1931.  

Census records for Ontario are available in the department from 1666 to 1911 on Microfilm. 

Access the census 1825-1931 with a searchable database online: 

https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Census/Index   

 

Family Search 

A searchable collection of global census results spanning several centuries. Canadian records from 1825 

(Lower Canada) to 1931 are available. Registration (free) is required. A service provided by The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/canada/  

 

Archives of Ontario  

Tracing your ancestry at the Archives of Ontario: 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/the_records.aspx  

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/access/documents/research_guide_202_vital_statistics_EN.pdf
https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Census/Index
https://www.familysearch.org/en/canada/
https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/the_records.aspx
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Beyond Vital Stats at the Ontario Archives such as Estate files, Immigration records, land records: 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/index.aspx 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/the_records.aspx  

 

Religious Organizations / Church Records Access Points 

Many major religious denominations in Ontario maintain an archive, which may contain baptismal, 

marriage and burial records. 

Church Records held by Ontario Archives 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/microfilm/church_records.aspx  

Sources of Religious Records in Ontario 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/microfilm/ontario_religious_records.aspx  

 

Office of the Registrar General 

The Office of the Registrar General registers vital events that occur in Ontario, including births, deaths, 

marriages, stillbirths and name changes.  

If a researcher is looking for a copy of a birth certificate post 1919, a marriage certificate post 1944, or a 

death certificate post 1954, they need to send a request to the Office of the Registrar General.  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/send-request-office-registrar-general  

 

Library and Archives Canada 

Genealogy and family history at LAC 

Research Guides and other Resources: https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-

help/genealogy-family-history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx  

Also please note: “Library and Archives Canada (the federal government archives) hold federal records 

such as censuses, military records, passenger lists, immigration and naturalization records, and land 

petitions. Some of these records are available on microfilm in the Archives of Ontario’s reading room. 

For information about Library and Archives Canada records and resources, please visit 

www.collectionscanada.gc.ca 

 

Find a Grave 

A database of cemetery records: Find a Grave - Millions of Cemetery Records 

https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/index.aspx
https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/the_records.aspx
https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/microfilm/church_records.aspx
https://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/microfilm/ontario_religious_records.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/send-request-office-registrar-general
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/pages/genealogy-family-history.aspx
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
https://www.findagrave.com/

