
  

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH: Viola Desmond 

Viola Desmond was a Black Canadian businesswoman from Halifax, Nova Scotia and is remembered as an 
important figure to Canadian history. In celebration of Viola standing up for equal rights, her image is now on 
the Canadian $10 bill. 
 

This week’s activities:   

Read and Learn – Design a Canadian Bill 

 

Read and Learn 
Materials: 

• Pencil, pen, or other writing tool 
• Paper or notebook (optional) 

Directions: 

1. Read Meet Viola Desmond and Viola Desmond Won’t Be 
Budged! 

2. Talk about what you learned with family and/or friends 
3. Answer the questions below 

 
 
Questions: 

1. How did Viola Desmond make a positive impact on others? 
 

2. What did Viola’s actions teach you? 
 

3. Here’s how I can teach others about Viola Desmond: 
 

 

https://hpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/457332125
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12649235
https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12649235
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://www.scholastic.ca/books/view/scholastic-canada-biography-meet-viola-desmond&psig=AOvVaw3WnEYRPfB2sGf8hp0Ob9Nt&ust=1608238090142000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDC3_ev0-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.ca/Viola-Desmond-Wont-Be-Budged/dp/0888997795&psig=AOvVaw2ladeBlJx3yssdIo3l63A4&ust=1608237863947000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj0-4av0-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF


Viola Desmond’s $10 Bill 
Suggested Materials: 

• Pencil or pen 
• Colouring tools (optional) 
• Paper (optional) 

Directions:  

1. Check out a virtual version of Viola’s bill at 
bankofcanada.ca. 

2. You can also watch a video about the design of her bill on YouTube in a video entitled 
Canada’s new $10 not featuring Viola Desmond. 

3. Create your own Canadian bill below. You can also use a separate piece of paper to design. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bankofcanada.ca/banknotes/vertical10/
https://www.hpl.ca/sites/default/files/DAHK%20-%20BHM%20Viola%20Desmond.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/648025833860074447/&psig=AOvVaw2ladeBlJx3yssdIo3l63A4&ust=1608237863947000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMj0-4av0-0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAX


 

 

Links to eResources: 
Check out our eBooks at hpl.ca/OverDrive on these topics: 

       

Africville |  Anti-Racism | Equality  
 
Watch Viola Desmond’s Canadian Heritage  
Watch Viola Desmond: Civil Rights Champion  

 

You can get a library card at hpl.ca/online-registration. 

If you would like to share one or all your creations, please take a picture and post it to social media 
using the hashtag, #HPLmakesomething. 

 

 

https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=africville&scope=everything&type=direct
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=africville&scope=everything&type=direct
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/search?query=anti+racism
https://www.hoopladigital.com/search?page=1&q=equality&scope=everything&type=direct
https://youtu.be/ie0xWYRSX7Y
https://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc2/watch/canadoodaday/viola-desmond-canadian-civil-rights-champion
https://www.hpl.ca/online-registration
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/media/4290489
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/media/5019837
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/media/5129168

