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Creating complex cut lines in Adobe Illustrator

1. Open the file in Adobe Illustrator using File>Place or simply open the file from File>Open.
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2. Click and hold on Layer 1. Drag the layer down to the “Copy Layer” icon and release. This will create a
copy layer which will leave the original image untouched. Hide Layer 1 by clicking on the “eyeball” on
the left hand side of Layer 1. Then, click on Layer 1 copy to select it.
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3. Open the Image Trace window if it is not already open (Go to Window>Image Trace). From the Preset
drop-down menu in the Image Trace panel, select “Silhouettes”. This will identify the boundaries of the

image in order to create the path.
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File Edit Type Select Effect View Window Help
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4. With Copy Layer 1 still selected, go to Object>Image Trace>Expand. This will produce the outline
for the image which can then be used as a cutting path.

Object>Image

Trace>Expand
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5. Click the “swap arrow” to swap the Fill and Stroke options. The interior of the image should now be
white.
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6. Click the “Direct Selection” tool. This tool is used to select cutting paths in the image. You will use
this tool to select the cutting path and to delete any other paths. To remove a path, click on the
path and press the “Delete” key twice.

@ lllustrator CC File Edit Object Type Select Effect View Window Help
B R =Y

Untitled-2 @ 85% (CMYK/GPU Preview) X BRULE.jpg* @ 100% (RGB/GPU Preview)
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7. Once all of the extra paths have been removed, there should be one path remaining around the
outline of the image. For the Roland Versaworks software to recognize this as a cut line, it must be
a specific colour. To add the colour, open up the Swatches panel (Window>Swatches). Once the
panel is open, click the small menu icon in the upper right hand corner.

Swatches Brushes Symbols

Art History

Celebration New Swatch...
Color Books > New Color Group...
Color Properties > Duplicate Swatch
Corporate Merge Swatches
Default Swatches > Delete Swatch
Earthtone Ungroup Color Group
Foods >
Gradients > Select All Unused
Kids Stuff Add Used Colors
Metal Sort by Name
Nature > Sort by Kind
Neutral Show Find Field
Patterns >
Scientific » | v Small Thumbnail View
Skintones Medium Thumbnail View

3. Select System (Macintosh) Large Thumbnail View

« System (Windows) Small List View

Roland Textiles Large List View
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8. Select the magenta colour. This is the specific colour required by the Roland machine to create a
cut line. Once the colour is selected, make sure you have the Direct Selection tool selected for use.

Roland VersaWorks

Select
CutContour
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9. With the Direct Selection tool, click on the cut line. It should now turn magenta.

w) X BRULEjpg* @ 100% (RGB/GPU Preview)

Select cut line

Toggle Selection
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10. Unhide the bottom layer by clicking on empty space on Layer 1. The image should now appear
with the magenta cut line. To create a white border around your image, select the cut line with the
Direct Selection tool. Then go to Object>Path>Offset Path. Try adding an offset of 5 pt to start.
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11. Once the offset path is created, the original path will have to be deleted. Use the Direct Selection
tool to highlight the original path and press the “Delete” key twice. The path should now be
slightly offset from the image.

12. Save the image as an EPS. Do not allow transparency, as the file will not work correctly with the
BN-20 if there is any transparency in the image.
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