
  

BLUE SPRUCE BOOK EXPLORERS 

Celebrate Canadian books with the Forest of Reading Awards. The Forest of Reading 

is an initiative of the Ontario Library Association, created to encourage a love of 

reading, Canadian literature and authors.  

In The Doll, we meet a little girl who had to leave her country because of war. When 

she arrives in Canada, another girl gives her a doll to welcome her. This act of 

kindness encouraged and inspired her to share kindness with another child who came 

to Canada fleeing another war. This book is based on the author’s life.  

This week’s activities:  Paper Doll – Word Search 

Paper Doll 

The doll in this story had “curls cinnamon and wild, lips sweet and rosy.” Think about someone who 
might need cheering up. What kind of doll do you think might cheer them up? Design and create a 
doll to give to them.  
 

Suggested Materials: 

• Paper or cardboard  

• Pencil, crayons, markers 

• Glue 

• Scissors 

• Yarn, string, or thread for hair 

• Old pieces of fabric, felt pieces, pipe cleaners, 

buttons 

Directions: 

1. Draw a doll outline on a piece of paper or 
cardboard and cut it out.  

2. Use varied materials to design the doll’s hair, 
clothing and shoes. You can glue on scraps of 
fabric or use crayons, stickers – whatever you 
like.  

3. Write a note to the person receiving the doll 
and let them know you’re thinking of them.  

 

 

 



Word Search 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Links to eResources: 

Check out our eBooks on these topics: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Picture Books  |  Canada 
 

Find a list of all the 2022 Blue Spruce nominees in our catalogue on hpl.ca.  
 
Check out Hoopla for these Blue Spruce-nominated titles at any time:  
The Doll by Nhung N. Tran-Davies 
Malaika’s Surprise by Nadia L. Hohn 
When We Are Kind by Monique Gray Smith 
 
You can get a library card at hpl.ca/online-registration 

If you would like to share one or all your creations, please take a picture and post it to social media 

using the hashtag, #HPLmakesomething. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/search?subject=43&subject=112&sortBy=newlyadded
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/search?query=canada
https://hpl.bibliocommons.com/list/share/105396413_youthcollection/1992000771_forest_of_reading_-_blue_spruce_award_nominees_2022
https://www.hpl.ca/hpl-online/movies-and-music
https://www.hpl.ca/online-registration
https://hpl.overdrive.com/library/kids/media/5827096

