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Choice 
Board

Read a book 
shorter than 

one you 
usually read. Create a 

graphic novel.
(Template on page 19)

Read a book by a Canadian author.
Read about 

a culture 
that’s new 

to you.

Read a mystery or adventure book. 

Read a  

non-fiction 

book on any 

topic you like.

Read a book 
from a HPL list.

Write a letter 

to a friend or 

family member 

about something 

awesome you read 

this summer.

Read a book 

longer than one 

you usually read.

Listen to an 

audiobook. Read a book 
from the Junior 
Librarian-in-
eResidence's 

book list.

Write a review 
of a book you 
recently read. 
(Use the book review sheet on page 18)

Write a poem.

Read a funny 
book.

Read a book  
in a park.

Watch 
something on 
KanopyKids.
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Malaika’s 
Costume
Caribana is Toronto’s annual summer Caribbean carnival. 
Since 1967, thousands of people have travelled to Ontario’s 
capital to celebrate and enjoy Caribbean culture, music, and 
food. The main event is a huge parade with calypso music, 
steel drums, and beautiful mas’ bands (masquerade groups 
in bright, sparkly costumes). 

What is Calypso Music?
Calypso comes from the West African word “kaiso,” which 
means bravo! Steel drum musicians, or pannists, make music 
with padded drumsticks by hitting the steel drum to make 
rhythmic music. Pannists also play “soca,” which is a mix 
between calypso and West Indian sounds.

Find Malaika’s  
Costume  on Hoopla at  
kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Learn and Share
Directions:
1. Read Malaika’s Costume and Malaika’s Winter Carnival (also available on Hoopla).
2. Answer the questions below.

Questions:
1. Malaika wears a peacock costume for Carnival. What animal would you dress up as? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ .

2. Malaika attends a summer Carnival in Malaika's Costume and a winter Carnival  

in Malaika's Winter Carnival. Would you rather go to a summer carnival or a  

winter carnival?  ______________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________ .

3. What would your Carnival costumes look like for winter and summer?  

Use the spaces on the next page to draw your costumes.: _________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ .

Visit hpl.ca/storytime for online elementary programs  
and a calendar of literacy-building activities.

by Nadia L. Hohn
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Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music  
online at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Creepy Crawly Calypso  
on Hoopla

Malaika’s Winter Carnival 
eBook on Hoopla

Summer 
Costume

Winter 
Costume

Draw a  
Costume
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Yasmin is a Grade 2 student who takes inspiration from 
her surroundings and her imagination to solve problems 
that come her way. Yasmin is full of adventure and her 
multi-generational Pakistani-American family is always 
close behind her. 

Fun Fact: A favourite drink in Pakistan is mango lassi, 
which is made with yogurt, sugar, mango, ice and water. 
Yum! The recipe is at the back of Meet Yasmin.

Find Meet  
Yasmin on Hoopla at  
kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Visit hpl.ca/storytime for online elementary programs  
and a calendar of literacy-building activities.

Meet Yasmin! 
by Saadia Faruqi

Letter Fun
Yasmin’s family, 
MAMA, BABA, 
NANI and NANA 
love to see Yasmin 
use her imagination! 
Yasmin is a PAINTER, 
an EXPLORER, a 
FASHIONISTA, 
a SEWER and a 
BUILDER! See if you  
can find these words  
in the word search 
puzzle to the right.

List five things you  
are good at doing:

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________
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Discover
Help Yasmin find her Mama. Make sure she enjoys some treats along the way.  
What part of Yasmin’s adventure would you enjoy the most?  ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Flat Stanley: His Original 
Adventure! By Jeff Brown  

eBook on Hoopla
Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music  
online at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Olga: Out of Control!  
By Elise Gravel 

eBook on Overdrive

Puzzle Answers:

7



Trash Talk 
Trash Talk: Moving Toward a Zero-Waste World by 
Michelle Mulder explores the history of garbage and 
shows us some interesting and clever ways people are 
dealing with garbage.

“Trash Fact: Archaeologists study ancient garbage to 
understand how past civilizations lived. Scientists who 
study modern-day trash are called garbologists…”  
(page 23). 

Find this book on  
Hoopla at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-
online

Discover
Welcome to Our Earth, the game of exploring ways to preserve our 
environment. Your mission is to be the first player to travel along 
the path to the forest finish line. Beware of RED spaces and avoid 
getting stuck in the GREY zone.

Visit hpl.ca/storytime for online elementary programs  
and a calendar of literacy-building activities.

by Michelle Mulder

MAKE 

YOUR 
OWN 
DICE
 (on page 10)

What You’ll Need:
✓ 2-4 Players

✓ Game Board (included)

✓  Game Pieces (use erasers,  
small coins, rocks or borrow 
from another game – 1 piece 
per player)

✓ Dice (Instructions on page 10.)

Game Setup and Play:  
Place your game pieces at START. 
The youngest player rolls the dice 
first and moves forward. The game 
then proceeds clockwise to the 
next player. Follow the challenges 
in the squares. When complete, 
the next player rolls. The winner is 
first player to pass FINISH.

Symbol Meaning Action
Free Space Read and learn 

about free HPL 
services

Free Roll Player rolls again

Recycle Turn Player rolls again

Back 3 
Spaces

Player moves back 
3 spaces

Miss Turn Player misses 
their turn and 
gameplay moves 
to next player

List 
Categories

Players take turns 
listing items. First 
player without 
answer moves 
back 1 space.
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START 

FINISH
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TRACE THE SHAPES:
Lay a piece of blank paper on top of this pattern 
and copy the shapes. (Don’t cut these because the 
game board is on the other side.) Using scissors, 
cut along the outside lines of your tracing. Fold 
the tabs where indicated. Glue or tape the dice 
together at the folded tabs.

MAKE 

YOUR 
OWN 
DICE

use for OUR EARTH 

game on Page 8 

Read Deep 
Roots on 

HooplaRead. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music  
online at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online.

Read Brilliant! Shining 
a Light on Sustainable 

Energy on Hoopla
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Photo Prompt  
A picture is worth 1,000  
words, so the saying goes.
Write a story or poem with this image in mind. (Write as  
many words as you like, it doesn't need to be 1,000.)

There's more fun in store at 
tdsummerreadingclub.ca. 

Read books and a web comic by Mike Deas, review books, 
write stories and jokes, test your trivia smarts, colour and 

read, read, read. There's something for everyone.
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A pandemic is a time of challenge and uncertainty but 
with the challenge also comes opportunity for personal 
growth. In the down-home setting of Switzerland Point 
Middle School, a few ordinary yet lovable characters, 
learn a valuable lesson: qualities that may seem ordinary 
— when offered in service to a community — can have  
an extraordinary effect. 

Fun Fact: Author Eric Walters has written more than 
100 books.

Find Don’t Stand  
So Close to Me on Hoopla  
at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Visit hpl.ca/storytime for online elementary programs  
and a calendar of literacy-building activities.

Word Search
Find the words in BOLD print.

Quinn is ANXIOUS and 
TIMID but she has IDEAS 
and she finds she can TEACH 
important ideas to others. 
She’s a KIND friend and she 
makes a VISIT to her friend’s 
grandmother. Quinn starts 
a MOVEMENT to make 
MASKS for local seniors.

Isaac uses HUMOR, WIT, 
and his TECHNICAL skills to 
bring a smile to those around 
him. He ENCOURAGES 
his friends and neighbors 
by complimenting them. 
Just for FUN, he makes a 
HOPSCOTCH game on his 
driveway with chalk. He joins 
a ZOOM meeting wearing a 
GOALIE and a SPIDERMAN 
mask. 

Don’t Stand 
So Close to Me by Eric Walters
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A Word to Consider:
Exponential Growth is a mathematical term used to explain how COVID-19 spreads so rapidly in 
a community. Below are two examples. The first by Miss Fernandez and the second by Quinn.

Continue the pattern by filling in the next five numbers:

What is a Pandemic?  
By Kara L. Laughlin  

eBook on Hoopla

Read. Watch. Listen. 
Explore more books, movies and music  
online at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Kung Fu Master   
By Marty Chan 

eBook on Hoopla

Puzzle Answers:

$1 $2 $4 $8 $16

Continue the pattern by adding the correct number of circles 
to the red ones.

$1$2$4$8$16$32$64$128$256$512
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The Case of  
Windy Lake 
The Mighty Muskrats won’t let a mystery go 
unsolved! Nicknamed the Mighty Muskrats for 
their habit of laughing, fighting and exploring 
together, the cousins find each new adventure 
adds to their reputation. When a visiting 
archeologist goes missing, the cousins decide to 
solve the mystery of his disappearance.

New Vocabulary: Cache (pronounced CASH): 
a collection of items of the same type stored in a 
hidden or inaccessible place. 

Find The Case of  
Windy Lake on Hoopla 
at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Visit hpl.ca/storytime for online elementary programs  
and a calendar of literacy-building activities.

by Michael Hutchinson

Crossword
Across
2.     Dangerous low body temperature.

6.     The name of the smallest Mighty 
Muskrat who went to the Delta in the 
river alone.

7.     Short word for Reservation; the 
community of the Mighty Muskrats.

8.     When something is very old and has 
been around for a long time.

9.     An organized public demonstration. 
This is what cousin Denice did when 
she stayed for days on the mining 
company dock.

11.   Someone who’s missing or  
vanished; ceasing to appear. 

Down
1.     The name of the Mighty Muskrat who 

loves to search for information on the 
computer.

3.     The missing Bone-Digger, Dr. Pixton, is 
this type of scientist.

4.     A child of someone’s aunt or uncle.

5.     To look for something or someone.

8.     The name of the oldest of four kids in 
the Mighty Muskrats.

10.   Short form of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police.
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An Introduction 
to First Nations 

Culture and 
Traditions Movie  
on Summa Kids

Crossword

1

2 3

4

5 6

7

8

9 10

11

The Grizzly Mother  
eBook on HooplaRead. Watch. Listen. 

Explore more books, movies and music  
online at kids.hpl.ca/hpl-online

Puzzle Answer:
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A Boy is Not a Bird Edeet Ravel
A Forest in the City Andrea Curtis
A Place to Land: Martin Luther King Jr. and the 
Speech that Inspired a Nation Barry Wittenstein
A Royal Guide to Monster Slaying Kelley Armstrong
A World Below Wesley King
Anyone’s Game (Cross Ups 2) Sylv Chiang
Avatar: The Last Airbender Gene Luen Yang
Basketballogy: Supercool Facts You Never Knew 
Kevin Sylvester
Be My Love Kit Pearson
Berrybrook Middle School: Crush Svetlana Chemkova
Bloom Kenneth Oppel
Broken Strings Eric Walters & Kathy Kacer
Canadian Women Now and Then Elizabeth MacLeod
Captain Underpants and the Big, Bad Battle  
of the Bionic Booger Boy Part 2 Dav Pilkey
Clear Skies Jessica Scott Kerrin
Counting on Katherine Helaine Becker
Coyote Tales Thomas King
Dog Man: Fetch-22 Dav Pilkey
Don’t Stand So Close to Me Eric Walters
Dragons in a Bag Zetta Elliot
Ebb and Flow Heather Smith
Elements of Genius: Nikki Tesla and the  
Ferret-Proof Death Ray Jess Keating

EngiNerds Jarrett Lerner
Escape Linwood Barclay
Famous Black Canadians  
Ramona Heikel
Fatty Legs Christy Jordan-Fenton
Front Desk Kelly Yang
Genesis Begins Again Alicia Williams
Go Show the World Wab Kinew
Greystone Secrets: The Strangers  
Margaret Peterson Haddix
Guts Raina Telgemeier
Hatch Kenneth Oppel
Haunted Canada 10 Joel Sutherland
Hidden Figures: the True Story of Four Black 
Women and the Space Race Margot Lee Shetterly
Hockey Super Six: The Puck Drops Here  
Kevin Sylvester
How to Become an Accidental Genius Frieda Wishinsky
I am Not a Number Dr. Jenny Kay Dupuis and Kathy Kacer
In the Key of Nira Ghani Natasha Deen
Inkling Kenneth Oppel
Jasmine Toguchi, Mochi Queen Debbie Michiko Florence
Kid Activists Robin Stevenson
Kung Fu Master Marty Chan
Light a Candle Godfrey Nkongolo and Eric Walters

CHILDREN’S READING LIST

hpl.ca

Check out our 
ON-DEMAND 

TITLES 
on Tumblebooks, 

Hoopla, and 
KanopyKids!

Look Both Ways Jason Reynolds
Mary Who Wrote Frankenstein Linda Bailey
Meet Tom Longboat Elizabeth MacLeod
Megabat Anna Humphrey
Mission Mumbai Mahtab Narsimhan
My Life As A Diamond Jenny Manzer
My Name is Konisola Alisa Siegel
New Kid Jerry Craft
No Fixed Address Susin Nielsen
Oculum Philippa Dowding
Olga and the Smelly Thing from Nowhere  
Elise Gravel
Operatic Kyo Maclear
Orange for the Sunsets Tina Athaide
Our Future: How Kids are Taking Action  
Janet Wilson
Percy Jackson and the Olympians:  
The Lightning Thief Rick Riordan
Pride: The Celebration and the Struggle  
Robin Stevenson
Rowley Jefferson’s Awesome Friendly Adventure 
Jeff Kinney
Science Comics: The Brain Tory Woollcott
Sliding Home Joyce Grant
Speaking Our Truth: A Journey of Reconciliation 
Monique Gray Smith
Stand on the Sky Erin Bow
Stella By Starlight Sharon M Draper
Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster 
Jonathan Auxier
Tales from the Fringes of Fear Jeff Szpirglas
Tank & Fizz: The Tale of Firebane’s Folly  
Liam O’Donnell
The Almost Epic Squad: Irresistible  
Richard Scrimger
The Almost Epic Squad: Mucus Mayhem 
Kevin Sylvester
The Almost Epic Squad: Super Sketchy  
Lesley Livingston

The Almost Epic Squad: What Blows Up  
Ted Staunton 
The Barren Grounds David A. Robertson
The Blackthorn Key Kevin Sands
The Brave Princess and Me Kathy Kacer
The Case of the Missing Auntie Michael Hutchinson
The Crossover Kwame Alexander
The Dead Kid Detective Agency:  
Connect the Scotts Evan Munday
The Fabled Stables:Willa the Wisp Jonathan Auxier
The Ghost Collector  Allison Mills
The Journey of Little Charlie Christopher Paul Curtis
The King of Jam Sandwiches Eric Walters
The Light Between Worlds Laura E. Weymouth
The Mighty Miss Malone Christopher Paul Curtis
The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane Julia Nobel
The Stars Beneath Our Feet David Barclay Moore
The Stone Thrower Jael Ealey Richardson
The Theory of Hummingbirds Michelle Kadarusman
The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street  
Karina Yan Glaser
The Wild Robot Peter Brown
The Winnowing Vikki Vansickle
Too Young to Escape: A Vietnamese Girl  
Waits to be Reunited with her Family 
Van Ho and Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch
The Trials of Appollo: The Tower of Nero  
Rick Riordan
Until Niagara Falls Jennifer Maruno
War Stories Gordon Korman
What Makes a Monster? Jess Keating
What the Eagle Sees: Indigenous Stories  
of Rebellion and Renewal Eldon Yellowhorn
Wicked Nix Lena Coakley
Wings of Olympus Kallie George
Winnie’s Great War Lindsay Mattick

CHILDREN’S READING LIST CONT’D
hpl.ca
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Title:

Author:

Time spent reading:

Best part:

Three words or drawings to describe this book:

Rating (Fill in the stars):

Just the  
Worst

Not  
Bad

Good  
Stuff

Would Read 
Again

Best Read  
Ever
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Write a graphic novel using these squares to illustrate and add your text. 

Graphic Novel
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Drawing and Writing 
Use these pages to draw pictures and write your 
thoughts about the books you have just read.
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Drawing and Writing 
Use these pages to draw pictures and write your 
thoughts about the books you have just read.
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     You Read!

          You Rock!
Congratulations!

hpl.ca


